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ABSTRACT: 
By investigating the child’s development of sentence-final particles (SFPs) in both 
Mandarin and Cantonese, this study examines the effect of cross-linguistic influence 
(CLI) and the conditions under which it happens. Previous studies have found that CLI 
is likely to be found when there is a structural overlap between the two languages and 
such structure is at the interface of two grammatical modules. However, the concrete 
conditions and the direction of CLI still lack a uniform answer. Since the use of 
Mandarin and Cantonese SFPs meets the former two conditions, CLI is expected to be 
found in the child’s production. In this study, the Mandarin data is chosen from Tong 
Corpus, aging from 1;7 to 3;4. After one-year intensive exposure to Cantonese, another 
9-month longitudinal study was conducted at weekly or bi-weekly intervals to 
investigate the child’s L2 from 4;3 to 5;0. The results show that both the functional and 
phonological overlap in SFPs would cause the L2 acquisition process lag behind. 
Overlap in functions is proved to hinder the process more. CLI from L1 to L2 was found 
mostly in the group of SFPs with similar functions but different pronunciation. Among 
this group, the inclusive overlap in the functions poses the biggest difficulty for the 
child to tackle in acquiring his L2, reflecting by the child’s use of Mandarin ba 
consistently in all target place of Cantonese gwaa3. In terms of the partial overlap, 
including the pair of ba and laa1, and bei and lo1, the target use of these two Cantonese 
SFPs emerged late until the child approached his 5;0. Before that, Mandarin SFPs were 
used directly instead. For the complete overlap group, such as le and laa3, has been 
well acquired. It is also shown that SFP clusters in both languages show up late, except 
for some in highly frequent use of adults, such as Cantonese lei4 gaa3. Other factors 
affected the acquisition process are the input, frequency, and ambiguity existed in the 
particle itself. Patterns found in this study will contribute to our understanding of how 
a monolingual Mandarin-speaking child becomes bilingual in both Mandarin and 
Cantonese. The findings also shed light on the vulnerable domains in child second 
language acquisition. There is no published child L2 Cantonese corpus. This study is 
the first that provided new L2 Cantonese corpus data to the field and the description of 
patterns will serve as the ground work for future investigation of how children acquire 
Cantonese in a bilingual context.  
 
 


